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Objective: Perform a book with the inventions that have shaped and will shape our lives.

Format: White or graph paper, so all the jobs could be stored into a ring folder. Hand-made.

Language: English

Although from a very early mankind used his imagination to analyse human needs and provide a
technical  solution  to  those  limitations,  we  are  going  to research  inventions  of  the  past  two
centuries (XIX, XX and XXI).  You will be organized in groups  (teams) of 3 or 4 students  that will
become experts and perform pieces of inventions (invention sheets) based on several application
areas or categories, in particular the following:

1. Communications:  fax, printing,  telephone, telegraph, newspaper, radio, television, Morse
code.

2. Transportation and energy: steam machine, compass, GPS, radar, bicycle, car, train, plane,
ship, submarine, electricity.

3. Health:  syringe,  vaccine,  anaesthesia,  insulin,  penicillin,  transplants, ultrasound,  X-rays,
magnetic resonance.

4. Home, leisure and everyday life:  home automation,  stove,  air  conditioning,  microwave,
washer machine, dishwasher, cooker, plastics.

5. Electronics  and new technologies:  calculator,  CD,  diskette,  fibre optics,  recorder,  laser,
microchip,  PC,  transistor,  video,  mobile,  smart-phone,  computer,  web  cam,  printer,
Internet, Google, social networking (Twitter, Facebook, ...)

6. Space:  barometer, Spacecraft, artificial satellites, telescope, space suit, space Shuttles

Each expert group chooses a category of them and every member of the group does the research
of an invention of that category. It is desirable that you also agreed to a presentation format.

Do the work as visual as possible,  with drawings made by yourself. Of course,  it  should be clear
who has done every part of the work, in order to evaluate it.

You can study aspects such as:

• the history and evolution of the invention

• key people in their development (who was the pioneer, inventor, companies involved)

• Why is a device or service interesting, what need solved

• different models

• unknown striking aspects 

• how it is inside, how it works
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• how do you imagine their  future  or  if  you  could  think  on  another  invention better  to
replace it and turn it into museum object ...

I will give you one class to distribute and organize the work. During this time and until you deliver
the work you can be questioned orally about different aspects of it.

The work must be delivered in a month approximately and should be presented to the entire class,
for which you can make use of a digital presentation tool (Impress, glogster, Prezi, etc.) or to take
with you the the invention your job is about to. Each group will present together, and it would be
nice there was a presentation to the class of the category that you have worked on.

Aspects to be assessed:

• effort

• job content

• images or pictures that you have included in the work

• correct grammar and spelling

• Your argument during the oral presentation to the class work

• the means used to present the work

• the level of knowledge of the subject and the process followed 

You can view the assessment rubric on the next page.
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INVENTIONS OF OUR LIFE
Evaluation guide

Excellent – 3 Good – 2 Correct – 1 Need to improve – 0

Content – 30%

It covers the subject in 
depth with details and 
examples. Knowledge of 
the subject is excellent. 

Includes basic knowledge 
on the subject. The content
seems to be good. 

Includes essential 
information about the 
topic, but has 1-2 errors in 
the data or facts. 

Content is minimal and has
several errors in facts.

Pictures, images, 
drawings - 15%

Images or pictures go well 
with the text and there is a 
good mix of text and 
image 

Images or pictures go well 
with the text but there are 
some who deviate from 
the same 

Images and pictures go 
well with the title but there 
are few and text is heavy 

The pictures and drawings 
doesn't match with text 
and did not seem to have 
been elected with order 

Spelling -15% No mistakes Less than 10 mistakes Less than 20 mistakes More than 20 mistakes

Speaking and 
Presentation - 30%

The speaker hits, is 
compelling and invites 
action from the audience 
and presentation format is 
exceptionally attractive 
and the information is well 
organized

The presentation is 
compelling and invites 
action from the audience 
and the presentation 
format is attractive and the
information is well 
organized

The presentation is 
convincing but not calls to 
action from the audience 
and the presentation has 
the information well 
organized

The presentation was not 
convincing or invites 
attendees action and 
presentation is bad 
organised

Degree of knowledge
of the topic - 20%

Students can answer 
adequately all issues 
related to the information 
in the presentation and in 
the process used to create 
it. 

Students can answer 
adequately the major part 
of all issues related to the 
information in the 
presentation and in the 
process used to create it. 

Students can answer 
adequately less than 50% 
of all issues related to the 
information in the 
presentation and in the 
process used to create it. 

Students cant hardly 
answer adequately any 
issues related to the 
information int the 
presentation and in the 
process used to create it. 
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